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directions motion may be continued in a straight line for ever without meeting one) it necessarily happens that the greater portion will never meet with any ponderable matter, but will go on, presumably ad infinitum, traversing the ethereal medium. This principle, which will be fully expounded in its concrete aspect in Part II. of this work, must at present be accepted in this its abstract aspect, on the ground here laid down.
Again, though much radiant Energy may fall upon any one mass from another (as on the earth from the sun), yet inasmuch as this Energy is the correlative of an aggregation which has taken place in the radiating mass, whereby some of its Potential Energy has become Kinetic and been imparted to the ether, and inasmuch as the portion absorbed by that particular mass bears an infinitesimal ratio to the portion radiated ad infinitum, it must follow that on the whole every aggregation involves a loss of Energy to ponderable matter and a gain of Energy to the ethereal medium.
Once more, even that portion of Energy which is absorbed b}r any other mass will in part be used up in Liberating Energies (as when solar heat melts a piece of ice on a mountain top), and will accordingly itself be a cause for future transfers of Energy from ponderable matter to the ethereal medium. And finally, this has something res hlinir cohesive Force. water moleculess Kinetic, and they roll down the mountain
